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HERITAGE GRANTS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [9.11 am]: I rise today to address the house 
about my recent announcement of funding allocations from the 2020–21 heritage grants program. In our last round 
of grants, we were able to assist 23 heritage places with conservation works, planning and documentation. In this 
round, we are offering 49 applicants funding assistance for a very diverse range of projects across the heritage sector. 
This is thanks to the new community heritage grants stream and lowered funding cap, allowing for a greater spread 
of funding across the metro area and the regions. The projects will either protect places on the state Register of 
Heritage Places or promote their stories throughout Western Australia. The funding this year totals more than 
$1.15 million and will assist in delivering an estimated $3.75 million in conservation works, interpretation and 
engagement projects. These projects will not only create jobs for heritage specialists overseeing the work, but also 
employ tradespeople, including carpenters, painters, stonemasons, hydrologists and builders with heritage skills. 
Madam Speaker, the new community heritage grants stream has received an overwhelmingly positive response, 
with 18 successful projects in this inaugural year. This new grants stream will support small local history groups, 
local governments and businesses in undertaking interpretation projects and events, and employing graphic 
designers, local historians, artists and heritage interpretation specialists. 
With over 72 per cent of community heritage grants projects being in the regions, the program will deliver positive 
benefits and expand heritage interpretation and tourism in regional communities. For example, I am pleased to 
confirm a $20 000 grant that will help the Shire of Kojonup, member for Roe—he is not very interested—develop 
a heritage trail and associated online engagement through QR codes, which will expand heritage tourism for travellers 
through the great southern region. Grants were also awarded for the development of heritage interpretation plans 
for the Busselton cultural precinct, Yarloop timber mill workshops and Coolgardie post office, providing new 
frameworks for future storytelling for each of these places. 
I commend all applicants for participating in this year’s program and for their commitment to championing heritage 
values in their places and communities, and I congratulate the grant recipients and look forward to seeing the 
results of these projects. 
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